
 

                                                                                                                                                                December 2018 
 

Principal’s Den 
 
Dear Lowell Families and Patrons,  
 
The last month of 2018 is here! With only three weeks of school left in December, it’s important 
to take a moment to reflect upon the generosity and support of our families.  On behalf of the 
Lowell Staff and myself, we wish you well into the new year and sincerely thank you ALL!  
 
An extra shout out to our PTSA (Parent, Teacher, Student, Association) and members who have 
worked tirelessly fundraising, writing grants and building community partnerships to support 
the work we do here for students.  Recently, Lowell was awarded two grants, one from the 
North End Neighborhood Association (NENA) and the other from the STEM Action Center.  
These grants combined with the fundraising done by our PTSA has allowed the Gaga Pit to 
become a reality and lowering the cost for our 6th graders to attend MOSS (McCall Outdoor 
Science School) in February, 2019.  The Gaga Pit dedication will be held on Tuesday, December 4th at 3:20 pm out on the 
playground.  All are welcome!  
 
Our 6th grade students will continue to fundraise for MOSS by offering a Hat Day once a month for students.  If students 
would like to participate in wearing a hat to school, they can stop by the Hat Day table before school and donate 1 dollar 
to the 6th grade MOSS fund.  The table will be set up outside on the playground.  At the table the student will receive a 
special stamp on their hand and that will be their ticket to wear a hat during the whole school day that day!  
 

As the temperatures continue to drop, please take this opportunity to remind and help your 
student come to school with appropriate cold weather attire to be outside in the cooler weather 
(coat, hat, gloves, boots).  As a staff, we will use our best judgment to decide whether to allow 
our students outdoors for activities and recess when the temperatures dictate such a decision. 
Historically the District has used 20°F as a baseline for making this determination but we will take 
into account the age of students and the wind chill factor in reaching our decision. Please 
remember to not drop students off at school in the morning prior to 8:45 AM so that they do not 

have to spend as much time outside in the cold weather prior to school starting. 
 



In closing I would like to take a moment to share updates to our new security system. Lowell 
Elementary has been going through the process of having a new security door entry system that 
will make our school safer.  Part of keeping students and faculty safe is knowing who is in our 
schools at all times, and this new security access door system will allow us to do that.  It will better 
allow us to screen visitors in our schools and provide us with a safer environment for our students 
and staff.   
 
The new system, is now completely installed and will allow school officials to have better control 
who has access to our school. The system will utilize security cameras, a buzz-in system and an 
identification card reader system that will be installed at each elementary school within the Boise 
School District by the end of the 2018-2019 school year.  
 
On Monday, December 17th, the new state-of-the art security system will require visitors to our school to be “screened” 
prior to be allowed entry to the school. Visitors will buzz in at the main door and identify themselves by video to be given 
access to the site. Current school employees will be able to utilize their current employee ID badge to gain access to the 
school.   
 
Once inside the building, visitors will still proceed to the office window to obtain a school visitor badge, which is required 
of all visitors in the building.  In order obtain a visitor badge the visitor must present a government issued ID to be scanned 
into the Raptor System.  
 
The safety of our students is our highest priority and this new security access door system builds on the District’s ongoing 
commitment to school safety and security.  Thank you in advance for your understanding and your support in enhancing 
the school safety protocols in your Boise School District.  
 
Your Principal,  
 
Dr. Adria David 
 

 

 

Important Dates and Events 

 
                        December’s Character Trait will focus on for the month will be on High Expectations. 

 
December 3rd                                MOSS Hat Day Fundraiser (students can wear a hat all day for $1.00) 

December 4th   4th Grade Field trip, 9:20 am - 12:05 pm 

December 7th   Band, Orchestra, Choir Concert @ 2:30 pm (parent and community performance) 

December 13th   Field trip, Nutcracker, 12:00 pm -1:30 pm 

December 14th    Music Program (1 & 2) @ 2:30 pm (parent and community performance) 

December 21st   Classroom Winter Holiday Parties 

December 21st   Lowell Pride @ 8:30 am 

December 21st   Early Release 

                                                          Please, check Lost and Found to retrieve lost student items. 

December 24-Jan. 7th  Winter Break, No School 

 



District: Winter Weather Procedures 

 
 
 

WINTER WEATHER PROCEDURES - KEEPING STUDENTS & STAFF SAFE 
 

Education is important and every missed day of school represents lost learning opportunities. However, 
the Boise School District’s primary concern is for the safety of all students, including students riding busses and walking 
or biking to school. If students cannot safely travel to school or if schools are not able to operate safely because of city-
wide dangerous weather conditions, school may be cancelled. 
 
We will not cancel school on days with normal wintery conditions. Light snowfall, cold mornings or areas of ice are not 
sufficiently dangerous to force the closure of schools. With proper precautions including appropriate clothing, road 
deicing, and careful driving, students can travel to and from school safely. 

 
The Boise School District covers over 450 square miles of Ada County. We recognize that conditions vary throughout the 
District, even from street to street, in some cases. Conditions may be extremely dangerous in one area, while perfectly 
safe everywhere else. If parents believe it is too dangerous for their children to travel to school, they have the option to 
keep their children home. If school is cancelled, it will be cancelled for the entire District. 

 
The most frequent dangerous weather conditions facing Boise schools are: 

 
SNOW: Snow levels within the City of Boise are typically light or moderate. However, there is always the potential for a 
heavy snowfall to make traveling by vehicle or on foot dangerous. Historically, most snowfall only results in slow traffic 
and minor accidents throughout the City. Normal snowfalls would not result in school closures. 

 
COLD: Frigid temperatures are more serious than snow when making school closure decisions. On bitterly cold days our 
concern is for students walking to school. Extremely cold weather also impairs our ability to get busses running, which 
causes delays in pickup routes, delays which are much more dangerous to riders because of the low temperatures. 

 
ICE: Ice is our most dangerous winter weather condition. Freezing rain and/or refreezing of melted snow make our 
roads, streets and sidewalks extremely treacherous for pedestrians, and vehicles. Icy conditions may force us to close, 
even if it appears that no other dangerous conditions exist. 

 
How is the decision made to close or not to close school?  Representatives from transportation agencies, the weather 
bureau, the highway district, city and county law enforcement agencies, and school administrators, including the 
Superintendent, check the roads and monitor information throughout the night and early morning hours. We confer by 
telephone early in the morning to reach a decision. 

 
If school will be closed, we will communicate in a number of ways to spread the word. In addition to notifying local radio 
and television news stations, we will send text & email messages to parents/guardians, send an emergency alert via the 
District’s mobile app, post closure information at www.boiseschools.org, on each school’s website, and on our Twitter, 
Facebook, Instagram accounts. Parents/guardians can sign-up to receive emergency text messages by texting “Y” or 
“YES” to the number 67587. Non-parents (e.g., other family members, staff, news media, etc.) can also receive 
emergency text alerts via the Boise School District's mobile app (available in the Apple App Store and Google Play Store). 
View a brief video further explaining our Inclement Weather Procedures on our Emergency webpage.   
 
 

 

 

http://www.boiseschools.org/
https://twitter.com/BSDEducation
https://www.facebook.com/boiseschools/
https://www.instagram.com/boiseschools/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/boise-schools/id1078387880?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.relianceco.cma.boise
http://www.boiseschools.org/cms/one.aspx?portalid=508306&pageid=2294412


District: School Emergency Procedures 

In the event of a school emergency, please understand that each school in the Boise School District has an Emergency 
Response Plan that has been carefully developed and addresses a multitude of emergency situations including active 
shooter.   All of these plans have been developed through a coordinated effort with Ada County Emergency Management.  
If there is an emergency at your child’s school, your cooperation is necessary to help us respond effectively to such 
situations.   

In the event of an emergency, please help us by doing the following: 

• Please do not call and do not go to the school.  
o In an emergency, onsite staff are focused solely on getting everyone to a safe location. Showing up to the 

site can create unnecessary traffic, preventing emergency vehicles from responding quickly.  You could also 
put yourself or others in danger.  

o If you get a call or text from your student, help him or her remain calm. Remind your student that school 
staff know what to do in an emergency situation, and will work to keep everyone safe.  

o Please know we will communicate with parents/guardians about reunifying you with your child and that 
this reunification site may not be at the school.  
 

• Check the Boise School District homepage at www.boiseschools.org, the District Facebook page or our Twitter 
feed.  

o We will provide credible, accurate and useful information to the public as soon as possible. Please be 
aware that information received from sources other than the school administrator or Boise School 
District may be inaccurate.  

o Expect to see our posts updated as necessary. We will also provide updates to local news media, but 
emergency situations can change rapidly. Typically, multiple agencies are involved, so communication is 
coordinated through the “lead agency,” which may cause a delay in notification.  
 

• Sign-Up for Emergency Text Messaging:   
o We will use our emergency text notification system to contact parents and guardians. Please make sure 

your emergency contact information is always up to date at your child's school.  
o Parent/guardians whose contact information is on file with your child’s school may sign-up for 

emergency text messaging. 
1. Simply text SUBSCRIBE to the number 68453. You'll know you were successful if you receive the 

following reply message in English: 
a. “You're now registered with School Messenger notification service. Reply STOP to 
cancel, HELP for help. Msg&data rates may apply.” 

2. Repeat the opt-in process for any wireless numbers that you wish to include. 
3. In addition to performing the opt-in process above, please ensure that the District has your 

wireless number(s) in our student information database. If you haven't already provided that 
information to your school please contact them as soon as possible. 
 

• Non-parents may receive emergency text messages by downloading the Boise School District’s Mobile app. The 
app is available in the Apple App Store and Google Play Store.  

• Familiarize yourself with the terms that can be used during any emergency situation: 
o Shelter-in-place: Used to secure the building from a potential threat outside the building, such as when an 

unauthorized person is loitering on school grounds or when there is criminal activity in the neighborhood. 
Exterior doors are locked, but normal activities continue inside the building.  Used during severe weather 
or other environmental threats (e.g., air contamination due to a local fire) to keep people safe while 
remaining indoors. 

o Lockdown: Used when there is a perceived danger inside the building. Doors are locked, windows are 
closed and locked, blinds are closed. People are directed to move away from windows and doors. Hallways 
are cleared of students and school staff. 

o Evacuation: When students and staff are moved out of the building to a pre-designated safe location. 

https://www.facebook.com/boiseschools/
https://twitter.com/BSDEducation
https://twitter.com/BSDEducation
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/boise-schools/id1078387880?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.relianceco.cma.boise


o Reunification Site:  An alternative site other than the school where school administrators will check-out 
students to the child’s parent/guardian. Students will only be released to authorized parents/guardians 
with proper identification (e.g. driver’s license, state identification, etc.) 

All Boise School District staff members, parents, students and community members are encouraged to report anything 
they see, hear or are made aware of that may impact a school or school program. If you see or hear something, say 
something: call 911 or Boise Police Department at 208-343-COPS. 

Please discuss these matters with your immediate family. Planning ahead will help alleviate concern during emergencies. 
Thank you in advance for following these steps to ensure our students, staff members and public remain safe and secure. 

 

Lowell  
 

Congratulations to 
 Jakobe W. out of Mrs. Taylor’s Kindergarten classroom  

for taking 3rd place 
at the 2018 Festival of Trees Holiday Card Contest. 

 
He was one of over 2000 art piece submitted this year. 

                                                
 

Program and Grade Level Highlights 
 

 
 
Music, Band, Choir Department: Upcoming Performances 
 
Band, Orchestra, Choir performance: 12/7/2018 @ 2:30 pm 
 
1st - 3rd grade students - Holiday performance: 12/14/2018 @ 2:30 pm 
 
 
*Due to fire code capacity limits of our gym, we hold two performances 
on the day of the performance. The earlier performance is considered a 
dress rehearsal and is for our staff and students.  We save the second 
performance at 2:30 for families and community members.  



 

Counselor's Corner 

 
November was an exciting month in the Lowell Counseling Department. Students and families participated in a Food 
Drive that benefited the Salvation Army. Recently, our 6th graders travelled to the Dennis Technical Education Center. 
Students participated in hands on activities in the fields of Automotive Technology, Collision Repair, Computer 
Networking & Support, Dental Assisting, Diesel Technology, Electronics Technology, Electrical, Emergency Medical 
Technician, Graphic Design, HVAC, Nursing Assistant, Plumbing, Precision Machining, Residential Construction, Welding 
Technology, & Zoology/Ecology. The students had a blast! 
 

     
 
 

We appreciate your support! 
During the past month, Lowell families have donated nearly $300 in gift cards to help provide for other Lowell families 

and students. Thank you very much for your generosity! 
 

As always, if you find that your family is in need of additional supports and/or resources please contact Dave Sica, School 
Counselor, or Gia Trotter, Social Worker. 

BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS (BBBS) IS ENROLLING AND RECRUITING 
The Lowell Elementary School partnership with Big Brothers Big Sisters is going strong! We currently have 8 students or 
Littles who enjoy weekly lunches and activities with their Bigs. Please contact Mr. Sica (dave.sica@boiseschools.org) if 
you would like to register your child for the school-based program. Preference is given to students in grades 1st-4th. 5th 
& 6th graders can register in the community-based BBBS program. Info can be found at www.bbbsidaho.org or if you 
have questions about enrolling your child in the Community Program, contact Stephanie Grover at 208-287-9454. 
  
BBBS is in need of VOLUNTEERS: 
BBBS provides one-to-one mentoring relationships to children who are facing adversity; relationships that change the 
life of that child for the better, forever. Currently, we offer two programs: the School-Site Program/Refugee-Student 
Program and the Community Program.   
 
For the School-Site Program and Refugee Student Program: Bigs have lunch once a week with a student (Little) and play 
board games, decorate cupcakes, do crafts, throw a football, knit, do homework, eat together, and ultimately just hang 
out, have fun, and make a child feel special. If you are interested in learning more about becoming a Big or enrolling 
your child, please contact Cami Hill directly at 208-287-9446 or chill@bbbsidaho.org. 
 
 

https://dtec.boiseschools.org/our_school
mailto:dave.sica@boiseschools.org
http://www.bbbsidaho.org/
mailto:chill@bbbsidaho.org


 
Computers for Kids 

Computers for Kids, Inc. (CFK) is a non-profit organization that takes donated computers refurbishes and licenses them 
as a registered Microsoft refurbisher and then donates fully-equipped computer systems to students in grades K-14. A 
processing fee of $65 is required in order to receive a desktop computer. However, families receiving aid from an 
Intergovernmental organization (IGO), Medicaid, Free/Reduced Lunch, food stamps-SNAP, etc. are eligible to receive a 
refurbished desktop computer at no cost. Please contact Mr. Sica for details or complete a CFK application on-line. 

 
Dave Sica 
208.854.5487  
dave.sica@boiseschools.org 
Lowell Elementary School Counseling            
Self Rescue Manual 

 

 

Lowell Student Council 

 
Lowell Student Council November Newsletter 

Authors: Serena and Jackson,  
5th Grade 

 
 

Guerrilla Kindness 
On November seventh, we had our second student council meeting of the year. We talked about how we could 

spread kindness throughout the school. We came up with an idea called Guerrilla Kindness. Originally done by the 
Collister Library, this program is all about spreading kindness by placing kind notes in books. All you have to do is grab a 
note page from Mrs. Fuisting, the librarian, during library period, write something kind or motivational on it, and turn it 
into Mrs. Fuisting so she or her library helpers can place it in a book to be checked out. Not only will you brighten 
someone’s day, but you also have a chance of receiving one every time you check out a book from the Lowell Library! 
 
Pop Tabs 

In our last meeting we also talked about collecting Pop Tabs for the Ronald Mc Donald house. If you don’t know 
what the Ronald Mc Donald house is, it’s a home that people can stay in if they have relatives in the hospital. This is a 
special home because it helps families stay close to the hospital if they can’t afford a hotel. Thank you to everybody who 
participated last year to make this possible!!  

So next time you open a soda make sure to rip that pop tab off and bring as many as you can into school. Your 
classroom should have a pop tab bucket for collections. At the end of the school year the Student Council will bring the 
pop tab donations to the Ronald McDonald House. Hopefully you are all able to participate this year!!!!!   
 
 Your student council is happy for you participating in the activities we do this year. Thank you all!!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://cfkid.org/about-us/
https://cfkid.org/grades-k-12-application/
mailto:dave.sica@boiseschools.org
https://lowellelementary.weebly.com/
http://www.selfrescuemanual.com/


Safety Patrol 

 
Lowell’s Safety Patrol students are selected because they have demonstrated to their 
teachers that they can be responsible, courteous, dependable, and have shown 
leadership potential, while also having good attendance. 
 
Being a member of the Lowell Safety Patrol means taking on the responsibility of 
arriving before school starts and staying after school ends.  
 
Meet last month’s Safety Patrol members, Owen and Mia.  Hear what they have to 
say about serving, as well as comments from Mr. Briggs.       
 

Safety Patrol Members of the Month: 
 
“Owen and Mia have been selected as November's Safety Patrol members of the month! These two have really been 
pillars of consistency all month long.  They do not miss a day of work, regardless of the weather.  Awesome job Mia and 
Owen!” ~Mr. Briggs. 

 
 
 
 
 
Owen likes being on Safety Patrol because," I want to make the school safer." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Mia likes Safety Patrol because, "It is fun to help people." 
 
 
 

 

Lost and Found 

 
We have extended the time that ALL unclaimed items will be donated to  

December 21st at 3:45 pm before we leave for Winter Break. 
 

Please come take a look if your student’s closet is beginning to look empty, we have many 
unclaimed clothing items.  Lost and found is located in the basement near the cafeteria. 

 

 

 


